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2020-2021 School  
Re-entry Plan 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to a new school year and the first year of school in a 
new norm! Like some of our kindergarten students, this year will be 
like starting school for the first time.  Things will be very different 
from the past as we try to navigate around this new way of life. But 
we are carefully thinking through how education will look this year 
and how we will need to change, adapt and evolve. 

Please have a look through this document for some updated 
information about learning at Katherine Therrien this year.  These 
are not necessarily set ideas; however, this is how we are going to 
approach the first weeks of school until we have a clearer 
understanding of what is needed and where we may need to 
make further changes. 

Please ensure that you have looked a  ECSD’s Re-entry Plan that is 
on the district website (https://www.ecsd.net/page/7383/ecsd-re-entry-

plan) as well as the Parent Guide for re-entry 
(https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/Parent%20Re-
Entry%20Plan.pdf).  This is information and rules that we must follow at 
the school.  

As we get closer to the first day, we are hoping to have a video 
that you may share with your child.  This video will show students 
what they can expect at school now.  Please check your email for 
the link to our video(s) closer to August 30th. 

Finally, if you have not yet indicated if your child(ren) will be 
attending school in person or attending school online, please do so 
in PowerSchool as soon as possible.  Our staffing of schools 
(teachers, number of students in classes, etc.) is very much 
dependent upon this. 

We look forward to working with you to ensure that our children are 
safe and continue forward in their education. 
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Staggered Entry – September 2nd and 3rd 
To help students understand the changes that we will be going 
through, we will be staggering entry on September 2nd and 
September 3rd.  This means that students would come to school for 
90 minutes only on one of two days.  

During this time, teachers will show small groups of students what 
school will be like and all the new health safety procedures we 
must now follow including what door they must use, what their 
classroom looks like, what physical distancing at school is, how to 
access their Google Classroom, etc.  

Please have your child(ren) bring their school supplies to their 
staggered entry. 

We ask parents/guardians of those children who will attend school 
in person to sign up for one time from the following: 

• Wednesday, September 2nd, 9:00 am to 10:30 am. 
• Wednesday, September 2nd, 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm 
• Thursday, September 3rd, 9:00 am to 10:30 am 

Bussing will not be available for students on this day. 
Parents/Guardians are best to drop off and pick up students for the 
first small-group day.  

We will keep all family members at the same time. We will be 
limiting each time to 10 or fewer children per classroom.  

There will be no school for students on Friday, September 4, 2020. 

Monday, September 7, 2020 is a national holiday and no school. 

School will start for all students on Tuesday, September 8, 2020.  

Please go to the link that was emailed to you in order to sign up the 
children attending Katherine Therrien in person.  If you would rather 
book over the phone, please call our office (780-456-0175) 
between the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. Please leave a 
message if you receive our answering service.  We will return your 
call. 
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How Learning will Change in this New Norm? 
Learning will be different this year. Students will be kept in cohort 
groups where possible and with their classmates and teacher as 
much as possible. 

Katherine Therrien is planning a hybrid (or mixed) learning model. 
Students will learn with their teacher both online and in-person 
environments.  All students will have access to their lessons (except 
Physical Education) through Google Classroom and Microsoft 
Teams.  This is so students, when unable to be in the school, can 
continue to learn from home. 

Students will study English (ELA), Math, Social and Science in the 
mornings. Students will study Religion, Health, Physical Education, 
Music Appreciation and/or French in the afternoon. Many of our 
lessons will combine subject matter into one lesson. 

We continue to ask that parents/guardians practice basic math 
skills (+, -, x, ÷) with their children and have children read 15 minutes 
at home each school evening. 

Students who are able are asked to bring their own laptop or 
Chromebook to school.  Those who are not able to bring a device 
will be assigned a Chromebook or iPad to use at school. This 
device will NOT be allowed to leave the school.  By doing so, 
students will only use a single device, further limiting germ/virus 
spread. 

Students who will be doing their learning online will look somewhat 
different. This information will be forth coming in the next weeks as 
plans are more concretely made. 

Our students will be in separate grades in the morning with a 
teacher.  In the afternoons, our Grade 5 and 6 students will move 
into the Learning Common so that they are able to space 
themselves and work on their lessons for the day with teacher 
guidance.  At present, we are unsure if Grade 1 will be a single 
cohort all day or will need to be divided to work in Grade 2 or 
Grade 3 for the afternoons. We will have more information in the 
days to come. 
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 How will Breaks and Lunch be Scheduled? 
In order to keep our students together as much as possible – a 
cohort – our students will have scheduled breaks throughout the 
day and unique to their class. Students will regularly be asked to 
wash/sanitize their hands and to sanitize their learning space. This 
will happen throughout the day. 

In the morning, half of the classes will have recess while the other 
half will have the opportunity for a washroom break and to fill their 
water bottle if they need. Recess will remain 15 minutes long with 
students assigned to zones (areas) to play – outside when possible. 
During days of indoor recess, students will remain in class and 
groups will be given time in the gym when possible. 

At lunch time, half of the students will again have recess while the 
other half eats their lunch in their morning classroom. 
Administration will be providing supervision as students eat. Recess 
will be 20 minutes long with 20 minutes for students to eat lunch. 

There is no microwave for students.  Please do not send food that 
must be heated. Please ensure that your child has all eating 
utensils that they require as well (forks, spoons, etc.). 

Students are encouraged to remain at school for lunch and will 
only be allowed to go home if a written note is on file with our 
school office. 

Students will have physical education in the afternoon as well as 
scheduled breaks to use the washroom and fill water bottles. Times 
will be assigned on the first days of school. 

 

 

 

Students Entering and Exiting Katherine Therrien 
When students come to school, they will be asked to line up 
outside their assigned door. Students in Grades 4, 5 and 6 must be 
wearing their face mask. Students in Kindergarten and Grades 1, 2 
and 3 are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask.  Students will 
be asked to physically distance.   
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 If healthy/not sick, students will be permitted into the school 3 
students per grade at a time. Once students have sanitized their 
hands and taken off their outdoor footwear, they will go to their 
classroom to prepare and wait for the day to begin. 

We will begin student entry at 8:15 am until 8:25 am. Once classes 
have entered the building, students will need to report to the office 
for a late stamp. 

Students will be dismissed in a like manner – 3 students per grade at 
a time. Students in grades 1-6 will start exiting the school at 3:07pm 
and all students should be dismissed by 3:20 pm. Kindergarten 
children will be dismissed by the teacher at a set time that will be 
developed on your child’s staggered entry day. 

Please allow yourself additional time for pick up after school.  We 
cannot rush this procedure. Please discuss any particulars you may 
have with your child’s teacher after our staggered entry days. 

Parents/Guardians or other family are NOT allowed to enter the 
school at drop off or pick up. Parents/Guardians are asked to wait 
and physically distance themselves 2 metres (6 feet) from the doors 
of the school.    

Please see further into this document for more information if you 
require entrance into the school. 

 

 Student Items and Storage 
Students will have a space for their outdoor clothing and 
shoes/boots. 

Students will have clearly labeled space that will be their ‘learning 
office’. Students will keep their backpacks with them in their 
classroom. Students will be asked to remain in their space during 
the learning time as much as possible. All learning materials will be 
kept in a container with the student at his/her space. Once school 
has started, some materials may be sent home for storage to keep 
physical items at a minimum in the classrooms. 
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Materials will not be shared with other students. All school items will 
be properly cleaned before another student is allowed to use 
them. 

Please note that students are NOT allowed to bring personal toys or 
other items that do not add to a student’s direct learning (or has 
not been requested by the teacher). 

In order to ensure students are using their own materials, we ask 
that ALL ITEMS be clearly labeled with your child’s first and last 
name. This includes your child’s face masks, water bottles, lunch 
kits, shoes, etc. 

Students will continue to access books in our school library; 
however, books will be stored in isolation for a period of time 
between readers. If you wish your child to read their own books 
rather than schoolbooks, please ensure that your child has an 
age/stage appropriate book in their backpack each and every 
school day. 

 

Use of Facemasks and Other Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) 

Facemasks 

All students in grades 4, 5 and 6 will be required to wear a 
facemask unless instructed that it is safe to take them off (in their 
‘learning office’, recess, lunch, etc.). We will be providing times 
throughout the day for students to have “mask free” time. 

Facemasks will be required in all common areas:  washroom, 
learning common, hallways, gym. 

We strongly recommend that students in grades K, 1, 2 and 3 wear 
a mask if possible and for as long as they can. To support this, have 
your child practice wearing their mask for a little bit of time at 
home. 

Students will receive 2 reusable masks from the Government of 
Alberta.  These masks need to be washed before using.  Additional 
masks will need to be supplied by parents/guardians. 

Figure 1: Please watch this 
video with your child 
(https://youtu.be/RQ5qysj
kgGw). 
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Masks should be rinsed each evening (minimum) and washed 
regularly (every 2nd or 3rd day). 

It is advised that students have a 2nd mask packed in a sandwich 
bag and with them in their backpack.  This is in case they lose their 
mask, it gets wet or dirty, tears, etc. Please pack it in a separate 
bag to keep it clean and to put the dirty mask in if needed. 

Face masks are mandatory for all students riding on buses (yellow 
bus or ETS). 

Face Shields 

Please note that face shields are NOT safe for use without a mask.  
If you wish for your child to have a face shield, you will need to 
provide one.  

Hand Sanitizer 

The school will be supplying each class with hand sanitizer for 
student and staff use. However, if you wish to send your child their 
own sanitizer, please follow these guidelines: 

• Small size and enough for one day (50mL), 
• Clipped to your child’s backpack if possible, and 
• Is refilled each night at home. 

 

 What if my Child is Sick? 
Before sending your child to school, please complete the self-
assessment checklist EACH day 
(https://myhealth.alberta.ca/journey/covid-19/Pages/COVID-Self-

Assessment.aspx). If you answer “yes” to any of the questions, please 
keep your child at home and call the school.    

If your child becomes ill during the school day, you will be called 
by the school. A parent/guardian/emergency contact MUST pick 
up their child within a reasonable amount of time.  

Delays in picking up ill children will not be tolerated by the school. 

We have set up a small room in which students will be asked to 
wait in with an adult nearby until a parent/guardian has arrived at 
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the school. This room will then be thoroughly cleaned. This room is 
locked and only accessible to office and custodial staff.  

Prior to returning to school, students must have seen their doctor 
and/or had testing done to show that they are well enough to be 
in school again. Please call the Alberta Health Link at 811 for 
clarification as needed. 

Children who are instructed to isolate at home will still be able to 
learn by accessing their Google Classroom at home. Students will 
be familiar with this technology as they will be using it for most of 
their schoolwork. 

 

Can I Still Come into the School? 
According to ECSD regulation, parents/guardians will only be 
allowed into the school if: 

• They have made an appointment through Mrs. Tran 
• They must come to pick up a sick child 

Adults entering the building must: 

• Wear a face mask 
• Sanitize their hands upon entering the building 
• Sign into the office 
• Sign that they are healthy 
• Sign when leaving the building 

If you do not have an appointment, you generally will NOT be 
allowed into the building.  Adults will ONLY be allowed entrance 
into the school through the front door.  

Only 3 families will be allowed into the school at one time, 
therefore, some families may be asked to wait outside. 

If you must drop off a forgotten item for your child, please: 

• clearly print your child’s name on the item 
• ring the doorbell 
• let our office staff know you are dropping off an item 
• put the item on the cart just inside the front door 
• immediately leave the school. 
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Staff will deliver the item to the child. 

 

Extracurricular Activities and Field Trips 
Due to CoVID19 and/or teacher workloads at Katherine Therrien, 
there will be no extracurricular activities at the school for the 
present time. We will advise families as changes occur. 

Due to CoVID19 regulations, we will also be changing our Meet the 
Teacher evening to online and/or video. We will have more 
information as we come closer to the day. 

Field trips will be rare but will occur when there is a strong learning 
tie to curriculum being covered at school.  All students attending 
will have to wear a face mask on the bus. Student masking will be 
encouraged for the duration of the field trip. 

 

 

School Council 
School Council continues to be a welcomed supporting role to our 
students’ learning. With much of the restrictions and regulations 
that we must follow, we will have our School Council meetings 
virtually through Microsoft Teams.  

Our Katherine Therrien School Council plays a vital role in our 
school and we continue to be blessed with all their support.  Please 
look to our weekly e-mail updates for more information. 

NOTE:  school councils are not allowed to buy additional PPE for 
the school. 

 

 

Questions? 
We know how overwhelming this information can be. If you have 
questions or concerns, please contact the school by: 

• phone: 780-456-0175 (9:00 am to 3:00 pm until September 2) 
• email: 8043Web@ecsd.net  

 


